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Endangered Species Act Species and USFWS Coordination 
Endangered Species Act Species  

A total of four threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate species appear on the USFWS species list 
for the area. All species on this list are being considered in the effects analysis for the project. The official 
consultation letter is provided below. 

Table 1 USFWS Endangered Species Act Species 

GROUP NAME  FEDERAL 
STATUS 

POTENTIAL OCCURRENCE/EFFECT 

Birds Mexican Spotted Owl  

Strix occidentalis lucida  

Endangered  
No suitable habitat exists within the 
project area.  

Birds Southwestern Willow Flycatcher 
Empidonax traillii extimus 

Endangered 
No suitable habitat exists within the 
project area. 

Insects 
Monarch Butterfly  
Danaus plexippus 

Proposed 
Threatened 

Potential to occur in project area, 
especially during migration; project could 
provide habitat; discussed below. 

Plants 
Holy Ghost Ipomopsis  

Ipomopsis sancti-spiritus  
Endangered  

No suitable habitat exists within the 
project area. 

Critical Habitats:  there are no critical habitats within the project area. 

Species accounts:  

Mexican Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis lucida) 

Spotted owls’ historical range included Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, and Utah. These owls are 
residents of old-growth or mature forests that possess complex structural components. Owls are also found 
in canyon habitat dominated by vertical-walled rocky cliffs within complex watersheds. Spotted Owl 
foraging habitat includes a wide variety of forest conditions, canyon bottoms, cliff faces, tops of canyon 
rims, and riparian areas. Important features of roosting and nesting habitats include large trees (with a trunk 
diameter of 12 inches or more), uneven aged tree stands, multi-storied canopy, a tree canopy creating shade 
over 40 percent or more of the ground and downed logs and snags.  None of these features exist in or near 
the project area. (USFWS species profile, https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8196#lifeHistory , 2025). 

Holy Ghost Ipomopsis (Ipomopsis sancti-spiritus)  

This endangered plant is found in only one canyon in the upper Pecos River drainage of the southern 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains in San Miguel County, NM. It grows on relatively dry, steep, west to 
southwest-facing slopes in open ponderosa pine or mixed conifer forest at 2,400-2,500 m (7,730-8,220 ft). 
The geologic substrate is partly weathered Terrero limestone. This plant appears to grow best in bare 
mineral soils with its highest densities on disturbed sites such as road cuts. The sole location for this plant 
is along a road to a campground in a canyon developed for summer homes (New Mexico Rare Plant 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8196#lifeHistory
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Website, https://nmrareplants.unm.edu/node/105 , 2025).  Habitat for this species does not occur at or 
near Conchas Lake.  

Southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) 

The federally endangered Southwestern Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) occurs in 
southern California, Arizona, New Mexico, southern portions of Nevada and Utah, and southwestern 
Colorado (USFWS 1995). These birds arrive in New Mexico by early to mid-May. Breeding occurs in 
late May and early June. Young are fledged in late June or early July. The SWFL departs New Mexico for 
wintering grounds in late September (USFWS 2002).  

Nesting habitat for the flycatcher includes riparian plant species such as willow (Salix spp.), saltcedar 
(Tamarix spp.), box elder (Acer negundo), and Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia). Nests generally 
occur adjacent to or over water or saturated substrates (Paxton et al. 2007). Along the Middle Rio Grande, 
breeding territories were found in young and mid-age riparian vegetation dominated by dense growths of 
willows at least 15 feet high, as well as in mixed native and exotic stands dominated by Russian olive and 
saltcedar. (USFWS species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6749, 2005) 

Tree species near the Conchas Lodge include juniper, Siberian elm, mesquite and saltcedar. Vegetation 
surrounding the lodge building is upland in character and not sufficiently dense for flycatchers.   

 

  

https://nmrareplants.unm.edu/node/105
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6749
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Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus) 

The monarch butterfly is proposed for listing as threatened. With its iconic orange and black markings, 
the monarch butterfly is one of the most 
recognizable species in North America. 
Monarchs are particularly remarkable because 
they migrate each year, flying from as far as 
Canada and across the United States to 
congregate at a few forested overwintering 
sites in coastal California or the mountains of 
central Mexico, where thousands to millions 
of monarchs cluster in the trees. For more than 
20 years, communities and scientists have 
been tracking monarch populations with 
growing concern as the number of monarchs 
at overwintering sites has declined, prompting 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other 
agencies and groups to identify threats to the 
monarch and take steps to conserve monarchs 
throughout their range.  (USFWS species 
profile, https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743 ) 

       Monarch butterfly (photo credit: USFWS) 
  

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
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IPaC Report 
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State of NM Threatened, Endangered, and Special Status Species 

New Mexico Department of Game and Fish Coordination 
The Biota Information System of New Mexico (BISON-M) and the New Mexico Environmental Review 
Tool (NM-ERT) were consulted regarding species with potential to occur in the project area and species 
of conservation concern to the state.  The following state-listed species appear in the NM-ERT report.  

 

GROUP NAME  STATE STATUS POTENTIAL OCCURRENCE/EFFECT 

Bird Bald Eagle T Potential overflight only; no effect 

Bird Peregrine Falcon T Potential overflight only; no effect 

Bird Gray Vireo T Potential overflight only; no effect 

Mammal Least Shrew T Unlikely; no suitable habitat in project 
area 

Reptile Gray-Checkered Whiptail E Does not occur in San Miguel County 
according to BISON-M 

Reptile Western ribbon snake T Unlikely; no suitable habitat in project 
area 

Project impacts to state status bird species would be avoided by ensuring no vegetation removal occurs 
during the nesting season and surveying the building’s eaves and other suitable nesting locations for nests 
prior to demolition activities.  

Impacts to reptiles and small mammals would be avoided by ensuring any trenches or holes are either 
covered or provided with gently sloped ramps so animals can escape. 

The NMERT report states that prairie dog colonies and burrowing owls may occur within the project area. 
Prairie dogs have not been observed in the vicinity of the lodge building. Prior to demolition, the area 
surrounding the building would be checked for burrows that could be inhabited by burrowing owls. Due 
to construction/demolition activities being confined to the building footprint, impacts to these species are 
unlikely. 

Follow-up conversations with NMGDF biologists concern the potential for impacts to bats. Bats have 
been observed roosting inside the lodge building but have not been identified to species. USACE is in 
process of coordinating with NMDGF concerning avoidance measures.  To avoid harm to these sensitive 
animals, a preliminary assessment will be conducted to determine whether bats are using the lodge 
building regularly and in significant numbers.  If an important bat roost is found, appropriate measures 
such as excluding or relocating the animals would be undertaken.    
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NMERT Report  
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Rare Plants and New Mexico EMNRD Coordination 
New Mexico Rare Plant List, San Miguel County 

 

Scientific Name 
NMRPTC 
status 

USFWS 
status 

State of NM 
status 

Asclepias uncialis D   
Calochortus gunnisonii var. perpulcher R   
Carex chihuahuensis    
Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens D  E 

Delphinium sapellonis D   

Epipactis gigantea D   
Erigeron subglaber R   
Eurybia horrida D   
Grindelia decumbens    
Hackelia hirsuta R   
Ipomopsis sancti-spiritus R LE E 
Lilium philadelphicum var. andinum   E 

Source: New Mexico Rare Plant Technical Council. 1999. New Mexico Rare Plants. Albuquerque, NM: 
New Mexico Rare Plants Home Page. https://nmrareplants.unm.edu  (Latest update: 15 Mar 2025). 

“R” indicates rare species. “D” indicates species dropped from consideration as rare, but having status 
with an agency; these species are retained for informational purposes.  

Characteristics and habitat requirements for the above-listed species was reviewed. None of these species 
has been observed in the vicinity of Conchas Lake,  
  

https://nmrareplants.unm.edu/
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Invasive Species and Noxious Weeds 

 



A-22 Conchas Lodge Environmental Assessment  May 2025 
 

  

 
           

    

 


	Endangered Species Act Species and USFWS Coordination
	IPaC Report

	State of NM Threatened, Endangered, and Special Status Species
	New Mexico Department of Game and Fish Coordination
	NMERT Report

	Rare Plants and New Mexico EMNRD Coordination
	Invasive Species and Noxious Weeds

